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INTRODUCTORY COMNI 



OFFICIAL 



Responsive to the NON-FINAL Office Action mailed 15th December 2003, Applicant(s) 
submit the following amendments and/or responsive remarks as provided under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 
and the other relevant Rules. Any and all necessary fees due, or reimbursements of excessive 
fees paid, may be charged to our deposit account, 19-2179, per the enclosed DUPLICATE Fee 
Calculation and Transmittal Sheet. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 



In the Specification : 

On page 3, paragraph 8, please amend the specification as provided on the first following sheet. 
Likewise, on page 8, paragraph 28, please amend the specification as provided on the second 
following sheet. 

REMARKS 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for his consideration over the telephone today. As discussed, 
the Specification has been amended to confirm that the word "normal" was Indeed intended in 
the ordinary layman sense, e.g. definition #2 as provided in Webster's Ninth New Collegiate 
D/ctfona/y(©1990). 
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[8] Weight sensor assemblies for measuring a bnormal] weight force typically or normally applied to a 
vehicle seat are installed between an upper seat structure and a vehicle base member such as a riser or vehicle 
floor. Each sensor assembly includes a plate with a first mount for mounting the beam to the upper seat 
structure, a second mount for mounting the beam to the vehicle base member, and a center body portion 
extending between the first and second mounts that exhibits bending behavior during normal weight force 
applications. A resilient beam member is mounted between each weight sensor assembly and the vehicle 
base member to prevent sensor failure during an overload force application in a direction opposite to that of a 
normal weight force application, A strain gage is mounted on the plate at the center body portion to measure 
the strain caused by the bending. The strain measurements are transmitted to a central processing unit that 
determines the total weight The processing unit generates a control signal for a safety device based on the 
weight determination. 
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[28] The system also includes an overload stop, indicated generally at 68. The overload stop 68 
includes a fastener element 70 that has one end 72 attached to the base member 24 and an 
opposite end 74 that extends upwardly into the track assembly 26. The first track 28 includes an 
opening 76 having a predetermined size. The fastener element 70 has an enlarged head portion 
78 that is greater in size than the opening 76 'in the first track 28. During normal weight force 
application s, meanine the application of a weight force durinz situat ions normally encountered in 
vehicle seatine situations, a gap 80 is fanned between a bottom surface 82 of the head portion 78 
and a track surface 84 of the first track 84. Preferably this gap 80 is at least three (3) millimeters. 
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